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State Awards $500,000 Grant to Keeley Park 

 

The grant will help fund the first phase of the Keeley Park Master 
Plan. 

The NC General Assembly's Parks and Recreation Trust Fund has 
awarded a $500,000 grant to the City to help fund the Keeley Park 
Master Plan. The funds will be used for the development of the first 
phase of the park, which will include a recreation area along 
Rankin Mill Road and a second area featuring six restored ponds, 
fishing docks, a sprayground, playground, shelters and wetland 
interpretive area and trails. 

Two additional areas are also included in the Master Plan: an 
active recreation area along Keeley Road with four ball fields, 
concessions, press box, a playground and a mountain bike training 
course, and a corporate picnic area with a shelter, playground, 
horseshoes, dog park, ropes course, disc golf course and volleyball 
courts.  

White Oak is Official City Tree 

The tree's role in Greensboro dates back to the Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse. 

The City of Greensboro has long had 
an official flower, an official flag, and 
an official seal, but has never chosen 
an official tree -- until the July 17 
Council meeting. Upon a 
recommendation from the Urban 
Forestry Committee of Greensboro 
Beautiful and the Advisory 
Commission on Trees, Council 
unanimously approved a resolution 
naming the White Oak as the city's 
official tree. 

Chuck Mortimore, representing the 
Urban Forestry Committee, told 
Council members that on the morning 

before the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, General Nathaneal 
Greene's men camped around a white oak tree. That history, 
combined with the city's abundance of the stately oaks and the 
tree's role as a crucial natural resource in the founding of the nation 
and the Piedmont region of the state, led the groups to recommend 
it as the City's official tree. 

Did You Know 

Applications are now being accepted 
for Government Works: A City 
Academy, a series of classes 
designed to teach participants about 
all aspects of their city government. 
Twenty-five residents will be selected 
to participate. Applications will be 
accepted through July 31. Download 
an application and get more 
information. 

The 24th annual National Night Out is 
set for Tuesday, August 
7. Neighborhood events are planned 
throughout the city. Learn more about 
this crime prevention awareness 
event.  

The Greensboro Public Library is 
hosting a discussion for those who are 
retired or nearly retired about the 
challenges and potential setbacks 
facing retirees. Ask questions, 
discover new options and learn better 
approaches to funding the life you 
want to live. The program takes place 
on August 1 at 9:30 am in the 
Nussbaum Room at Central Library, 
219 N. Church St. For more 
information, call Martha Thomas at 
373-4559. 

The Crime Stoppers Annual 
Golf Tournament will be held August 
6. Cost is $300 per team or $75 per 
person. Entry fee includes lunch, 
snacks, beverages and door prizes. 
All proceeds benefit the Crime 
Stoppers Reward Fund. For more 
information, call Sandy or Julia at 373-
1000.  
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Greensboro Selected for Smart Growth Assistance 

Smart Growth projects are expected to start 
this summer. 

Greensboro is one of six communities in the 
country selected by the Environmental 
Protection Agency to receive help in applying 
the principles of "Smart Growth." Under this 
federal contract, Greensboro will receive 
about $45,000 in direct assistance from a team of national experts 
organized by EPA and other partners to work with local leaders. 

The City plans to use the EPA resources to direct growth toward 
downtown and inner neighborhoods, which helps preserve land on 
the edge of the city while making it easier for people to walk, bike 
or use transit options to reach their destinations. For more 
information, visit www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/sgia2007.htm.  

News Updates 

 The NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
is proposing rules that would drastically affect the City's 
stormwater and wastewater practices, a measure called the 
Jordan Lake Rules. The Greensboro City Council has 
adopted a resolution opposing the Jordan Lake Rules and 
encourages residents to share their opinions with the State. 
For more information, visit the City's website at 
www.greensboro-nc.gov or the NCDENR website. Public 
comments are being accepted through September 14. 

 Testing continues on soil at Barber Park to ensure that all 
possible safety issues are addressed prior to reopening the 
park. The City will hold neighborhood and community 
meetings to discuss the situation as final test results arrive.  

Questions or comments about this newsletter should be 
addressed to: Elaine Tricoli, Interim Communications 
Manager, 373-2421 or email. 
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