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This issue of City Connections focuses on the environment
and how the City of Greensboro is working to protect our vital
natural resources.

Water

Brown and parched, North Carolina and much of the southeastern
US are watching water supplies dwindle as the record-breaking
drought continues. But thanks
to an effective water
restriction ordinance, timely
g= | implementation of restrictions,
: the efforts of residents and
businesses to conserve, and
| advanced planning by the
| Water Resources
Department, the City of

- Greensboro has enough
water in its reservoirs to last for about four months. Without the
agreements in place to buy water from neighboring areas, the City
would have only about three months of water left. In addition, the
City built a pipeline from the Haw River in 2002 to be used in
situations exactly like this one.

To help raise public awareness about the need for conservation,
the City’s Public Affairs Department has launched a promotional
campaign urging residents to “Conserve water now.” The campaign
includes four ads that are appearing on websites, in hewspapers,
on TV, and on billboards throughout Greensboro — and even
nationwide! Images of the billboards have appeared on CBS News,
the Weather Channel and MSNBC, and information about the
campaign has aired on NPR.

> Web Link: Download the ads to use in your community
publications, and share your water conservation tips here.

Land

One of the easiest things you can do to protect the earth is recycle.
Greensboro’s recycling program accepts 12 materials — including

http://www.greensboro-nc.gov/connections/archive/071022.htm

On November 5, the City will begin its
annual leaf collection program.
Residents will receive two scheduled
pick-ups for leaves that are raked to
the curb. Leaves that are curbside by
November 5 will be picked up by
December 8, and leaves that are at
the curb by December 10 will be
picked up by January 18. Collected
leaves are made into compost to
fertilize City gardens and landscaped
areas.

The City's BiPed Plan, which
combines non-motorized
transportation facilities with off-road
greenway trails in the area, was
recently honored by the NC Chapter
of the American Planning Association
(NCAPA). The group presented an
Outstanding Planning Award to the
Greensboro Urban Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization and the Parks
& Recreation Department for the
BiPed initiative.

The City will celebrate America
Recycles Day on November 15 by
announcing the winners of the Kids,
Cans & Ca$h recycling challenge. The
contest, which takes place from
October 29 through November 12,
encourages Guilford County
elementary students to collect
aluminum beverage cans for
recycling. During last year's contest,
29 participating schools collected
more than 2,500 pounds of aluminum
cans!
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November 13. 2006 the newest addition, rigid plastics.
An upcoming change to the program will make even more
November 26, 2007 environmental sense: beginning in January, the City will begin
collecting recyclables every other week. The change in frequency
Qciober 13, 2008 means City trucks will make fewer trips, which results in reduced
October 22, 2007 fuel emissions.
Qetober 23, 2006 Want to know more about recycling? Plan a trip to the newly-
October 27, 2008 renovated Recycling Education Center at 706 Patton Ave. The
Center is part of the FCR facility, where Greensbora’s recyclables
October 9, 2006 are sorted and baled. Renovations at the Center include new
September 10, 2007 flooring made from recycled tires and new paint that brightens the
’ room. Visitors learn about the recycling process and view the
September 11, 2006 recycling line.
September 22, 2008 . . , .
> Web Link: Find out what's recyclable in Greensboro and how to
September 24, 2007 schedule a group visit to the recycling center.
September 25, 2006 )
Air
September 8, 2008
April 10, 2006 In August, the Greensboro City Council voted to support the US
Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement, adding
January 31, 2006 Greensboro to the growing list of supporters. The agreement urges
March 13. 2006 cities to cut their emissions by 7 percent over 1990 levels.
March 27, 2006 For several years, the City
. has worked diligently to
April 24, 2006 reduce its emissions. One
May 8, 2006 _| boost to the City’s efforts
==2 came in January when the NC
Solar Center awarded the City
Select Language a grant to purchase 20 diesel
OX|dat|on catalysts (DOCs) for its heavy- duty trucks. Now installed
'E’g?gg b_ly_ | on the trucks, the DOCs are reducing emissions of particulate
G Iranslate matter by at least 20 percent, hydrocarbons by 50 percent, and
carbon monoxide by 40 percent.
> Web Link: What else is the City doing to protect the guality of
our air?
Watch for even more "green" news
in an upcoming edition of City Connections!
Questions or comments about this newsletter should be
addressed to: Elaine Tricoli, Interim Communications
Manager, 373-2421 or email.
Subscribe to receive City Connections in your email.
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